Colonel George S. Patton and 
The 22nd Virginia Infantry Regiment 

By Stan Cohen 

Colonel George S. Patton, a resident of Charleston, West Vir- 
cini t before the outbreak of the War Between the States, was one 
; >f t hc m ost colorful figures of that war and his grandson, General 
George S. Patton, Jr., of World War II fame, carried on the military 

tradition of the Patton family. 

Colonel Patton, who sided with his native Virginia at the out¬ 
break of the conflict, participated in numerous battles in Virginia 
and West Virginia and fell mortally wounded while leading his troops 
at the battle" of Winchester in September, 1864. Patton’s com¬ 
manders in the field had high respect for him both in military and 
personal character and if he had lived out the war he probably would 
have been a leader in the reconstruction of the South. 

The Kanawha Riflemen 


Patton came to Charleston in 1856 from Richmond to engage 

in the practice of law, part of the time being associated with Mr. 

Thomas Broun. Patton was a man of ability, good looks, and social 

ittainments, as well as a man of honor and high courage.' He had 

•'aduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1852 and when he 

came to Charleston, he formed a military company similar to the 

wcll-V nown Richmond Light Infantry Blues. The company was first 

.ailed the Kanawha Minutemen, but in 1859 the name was changed 

to the Kanawha Riflemen. The young aristocrats and men of high 

? m line in the city flocked to join this company and its bright 

uniforms and vharp drill were well-known throughout the area. It 

*av vaid that the Kanawha Riflemen was the best drilled companv 

;n the entire C onfcdcratc Army, and this was due mainly to the 
tuperb military training given by Patton. 

I ■ "Vh'l, T‘ niZCd in '! 5 £ and wns reorganized in 

: < i .£ i n v,r » ,nia ) ol "cd 'he Confederacy in April 

' 61 ,h * R' n <-mcn became on May 8lh. Company H of the ’’nd 

rrX'm ^ Rcg ' mCn ' Pa "° n ro “ *° commander of the 

.utrm/,,™ **' br ° kC ° Ut ' ' hC Rincmcn issl *cd the following 

_ W * tim K•«•*»»• Riflemen, hereby devl.re it to be our r.,^i 
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t 4 fWM 


t . 


/#***#• «mr #*# I K*n**Am it 

*0 #4* %0m$k tMi| II. 


I 179 ) 


W 





















Colonel George S. Patton 


179 


. , .ijiir, in any attempt of the administration at Wn<k' 

"r.uHu.n'c them. Th.l w< hereby lcr de" .H.r serv "? 1 "" 

,Vw.h.< r '»" •'< "* lo hc " ,cl1 m ,hc emer «ency conlemplVied. 


* 
to 
the 


- "vi vices in 

nc .. : emergency contemplated. 

t ' ,ptain Noyes Hand of Charleston said of Patton:’ 

He was hs accomplished and an handsome as a Chesterfield and 
J'Zm as chevalier Bayard. Graduate of a law school, he was , 
net in discipline and had the marked bearing of the typical 
gentleman’s soldier, und of the most pleasant personality and address. 

Captain Rand said of the Riflemen : 4 

In the grand old state of Virginia there were few like it. The 
i tu were frequent and well attended. It attracted such wide reputa- 
to efficiency and fine appearance that it was invited to fairs 
•1 Virginia and neighboring states. The company was armed with a 
s >rt Neiss Rifle, with bayonet, cartridge box and scabbard. It con- 
vN-ed of about one hundred men. including a brass band. 

Organization of the Kanawha Riflemen, taken from the plaque 
j t hc United Daughters of the Confederacy to their memory 
cve ~fc Kanawha Boulevard in Charleston, follows : 5 


Commissioned Officers. 


First Organization 1856 


Captain George v i anon 
In Lieut Andrew Moore 


2nd. Lieut. Nicholas Fitzhugh 
3rd. Lieut. Henry Daniel Ruffner 


Second Organization 1858 


Captain David 1. I 
in Lieut Richard 


Captain Richard 
1st Lieut Jo 


2nd. Lieut. Gay Carr 
3rd. Lieut. John P. Donaldson 


Third Organization 1861 


2nd. Lieut. Henry W. Rand 
3rd. Lieut. Alanson Arnold 
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Non-commissioned Officers and Privates—1858 

Cox. Frank 
Cushman, William 
DeGruyter, M. F. 
Doddridge. J. E., Jr. 
Doddridge. Philip 
Fry, James H., Ir. 
Grant, Thomas T. 
Hale, John P. 
Hansford. Carroll M. 
Hare. Robert 
Hopkins. J. 

I ewis. James r. 
l ewis. Joel S- 
Uwl*.Iohnt 
Mc< tclland. 1 J ol * rt n 

Me l-arland. Henry 
McMullen. J«j" .. 


L 




Mi»lb»’w», lohll 

Mlllor, M , . 

Millci , SMW'\ \ 
NoY»'*< Ucujnmm 
Non*'*. Fr*«* „ 
Nov* 1 " .. , 

Nov**, 11 • " 

Now*, lohn 
Noyo», William 
t*ai Km. HuihTOfl 
park*, Craau 

paiiick, I'» A. N 

Patrick, John 
Quarriar. Jw K 
ijuauiur. Monroo 
Ouwrior, N' illlam A 
K kiul, Nov** 

Rwwl. Fwd N. 

RaynoUl*. I colon M 
KcittOkt*. NN illiam 
Roberta, Thoma* 
Kub\, tntwant 
Ruby, Ji*hu t\ 
Kuttucr, \iutivu 
Kutturi. Harriet 
Ruffncr, David 
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Ruffnar. Joel 
K off nor, Morodltn 
Uimtllc, John 
Shrewaborry. Andrew 
Shrewabcu v. Joel 
Slnulrion. Albert 
Smith, laanc Noyca 
Smith. Thoma* 

Smlllu is. I 'avid 

Snyder. W. B. 

Spcaatml, Jacob 
Summer*. George W., Jr. 
Summer*. William S. 

Swann, John S. 

Swann, Thomas B. 

IVaya. Stephen T. 

Thompson. Cameron 1. 
Thompson, Thornton 
Turner, Benjamin F. 

Walla. Richard* 

Watkins, Joaenh F. 

Wehrle. Meinhartl 
Welch. George 
Welch. I evi 
Wilson, Henry 

\iinstead, William -colored cook 


t Killed in the war. 

* Did not enter Confederate Army in ISrd. 


Colonel Patton in C harleston 

In 1$>S. Patton bought Flm Grove, an old house built in 1834. 
which stood m the vicinity of present Dunbar Street and the Kanawha 
\ alley Hospital The house was moved in l^Ob to its present 
U nion 13In l ec Street. He settled in Elm Grove with his wife 
until he entered the Confederate Army in 18M. There also was 
bom h-N son who sv is the father of the famous George S. Patton. 
It .of Work! War 11 fame Mis Patton and the children left Charles¬ 
ton during the war to settle m Goochland County. Virginia and Elm 
Grove was sold to Andrew B. Hogue. 


Colonel Patton ami The l nkm Spy Pnce lewis 


In the summer vvf l So l. Colonel Patton was taken in by 
l " a Cmon 'p\ povng as an English nobleman. He had been 
the Kanawha Valley b\ Allan Pinkerton, head of the I'nited 
Vvtet vnn,t, to determine the Confederate strength in the 
lv 'p\ meeting *ome Confederate cavalrymen near St. 
v ‘ ’ '' '* » taken to their commander. Colonel Patton, who was 

at that time at C amp tompkin*. Lewis deceived Patton 
M ht wu on a Mgbtvecing ti p up the \ alley Patton 
* * ^ ' haiknton and thtfv he was refused a pass by 

1 1 *•* prvv.ed to White Sulphur Springs The sp\ stayed 

t ' , »'wu.a a few Java and Patton eamc up tv* see him and advised 
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SCARY, Pulnmn County, was the scene of the first battle in the Kanawha 
Valley in the Civil War, when Ohio troops were repulsed by Confederates 
under George S. Patton, grandfather of General George S. Patton of World 
War II. Courtesy of Charleston Gazette, Reprint from July 19, 1953 issue. 


him to go on to the cast without a pass. Lewis, realizing that General 
Wiie was suspicious of him, left Charleston and went down to 
l^>fan and then made his way back to Ohio where he reported his 
fmdtnp to the Union generals.* 

At the start of the war. Governor John Letcher of V irginia 
nirnt •.toned Henry A. Wise, Colonel John McCausland, and 
(( (J lompkins to raise, in the Kanawha Valley and adja¬ 
cent rcgRtm, independent troops to fight for the Confederacy. 
C (iKnpkins raised a considerable force which afterwards 
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fxv.mc Che 22nd Virginia Infantry Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Patton. 

Battle of Scary Creek 


VVest Virginia History 


which 


was later 


0fU . small but notable battle in which Colonel Patton took part 
the battle of Scary (also Searcy) Creek, Putnam County, West 
Virginia on July 17, 1861. This was the first battle on the Kanawha 
R ver and was a battle of blunders due to inexperience on both sides. 


General Henry Wise was the commander of the Confederate 
forces in the Kanawha Valley and he led 2,600 men down the 
Kanawha River to Charleston several days before the battle. His 
forces camped at the Littlepage farm on Kanawha Two Mile in 
Charleston. General Jacob Cox of Ohio was commander of the 
Union forces in the area and he led a few thousand troops up the 
Kanawha River by boat from Point Pleasant to Red House. 


A few days before the battle, Colonel Patton commanded 900 
men stationed at the mouth of Coal River. Patton had been ordered 
by General Wise to retire gradually from Scary Creek, below Coal 
River, to Coal Mountain and the passes across Coal River, concen¬ 
trating his forces finally at Bunker Hill on Upton Creek, on the left 
bank of the Kanawha. 


On July 17, Colonel Norton of the 21st Ohio Infantry ap¬ 
proached the mouth of Coal River with 1,200 Union troops and one 
piece of heavy artillery, expecting the support of 1,800 additional 
men. Learning of this approach, Patton returned to Scary Creek with 
men and two cannon. The opposing forces met in a narrow 
valley at the junction of Scary Creek and the Kanawha River. 


l ighting began early in the afternoon and about 5 o’clock p.m., 
£ aa J c broke out in the Confederate ranks. Patton dashed on horse- 
6a.. to rally his men and while getting most of the men back in the 
;~ n V 555 c ‘ vcd a bu,,ct ,n his left shoulder, which took him off the 

72f li , Jg 0 H ncar at hand for *c Union troops, Albert Jenkins 
!C ’'hhis Mounted Rangers and drove the Union troops from 

• ik i• ^Confederates ost three killed and several wounded, 
4nd lbe lluon lmt fourteen killed and many more wounded. 

^n ?to vfiThiir-^ f k‘ >lf k«, ( ' cn cral Wise received orders from 

k* r ip ihi- i d r °m the Kanawha Valley as soon as possible 
* n,n K the advantage of Hr vir»,.rv. ... c ' . ^_. 1 
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Before the buttle Colonel Patton was united briefly wiih his 
family In Charleston. the last time they were to be together in 
Chit Heston. 

Iliilfle of Cnrnlfcx Ferry 

At the battle of Cnrnlfcx Ferry, and for a while afterwards the 
;2ml Regiment was under command of Colonel Tompkins. The 
icgitncnt was shifted back and forth between Generals Wise and 
| loyil before the battle; this shifting was one small issue in the bitter 
rivalry between the two Southern generals. Colonel Tompkins 
threatened to resign over this shifting of his command and this 
rivalry had a marked effect on the conduct of the war in West 
Virginia. 

Patton’s troops were attached to General Floyd during the 
lighting, although no mention of him was found m the official 
reports ol the battle. I’ll© battle will be discussed here briefly as it 
was one ol the most important battles fought in West Virginia during 
the war. 


I he battle was fought on September 10, ISM on the Henry 
P.itlcsou faiin. one and one half miles from Cnrnifex Ferry. The 
Union \imy consisted of six and one-half regiments of Ohio troops 
undei General Roscernns, and the Confederate forces consisted of 
I,MOO Virginia troops under General John 11. Floyd. 


General Kosccrans had marched front Clarksburg into Nicholas 
County to destroy the Confederate Army and the Confederates had 
dug strong ami concealed breastworks near Canutex Ferry to make 
• determined stand there. Ihc Union Hoops advanced unknowingly 
.nan t these strong works through dense woods and sustained heavy 
u On the night ol the 10th. with the battle seemingly won. 
»ral I loyd abandoned Ins fortifications, crossed Gaulcy River 
ami o treated towuid I ewisburg. Ihc Union force lost 1* killed 
*n.t iti wounded and the Confederates lost none killed and TO 


©inn* ted 


\ilkm al Giles Court House amt I euisburg 

M 0 K ginning ol IHfO. the Confederates iveupied ITmectoo, 

l.« * u i g 'hi unpoiunt |s"is in southeasi \No. \ \ ma 

" t| -■ i ( .. iwi«| 11% tit> I!«'iti commanded Southern forces in the 
ate© 

<t© M*y 10. I Mb.', the '2nd t.vk part m the action at Ca b 


* ©os Ik I l><«\# waa klinvii hfpMsI the WWI ami reuvaux 
H ill. ..* ,**♦ ,4 S«w Kao where he mad© ho last *t*od Cw«vi 

».©Mlnl while b i .l © | h*% regnwcai agamat the 
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,( the narrow*. Hi* wound* were not scrlou*. lie received consider¬ 
able notice in the report* of Heth and Colonel John McCaunland 
itter the battle. A* a result of this action, the Union force* were 
driven back inti) the Kanawha Valley and the key to the approach 
to the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad (Pcurhiburg) wnH in the 
hand* of the C onfederate*. 

Thirteen day* later, the 22nd participated in an attack on 
l.cwisburg, WckI Virginia. The force under the command of 
Cieneral Heth consisted of 2,100 men. Union troop* in Lewisburg 
at this time were under the command of Colonel George Crook and 
consisted of the 36th and 44th Ohio Regiments, the 2nd West 
Virginia Cavalry and a battery of mountain howitzers. Although 
Heth had equal strength to the Union, he was severely defeated due 
to panic among his troops and he retired back to Ins camp at the 
narrows of New River. The losses were as follows: Union 14 
killed, 60 wounded; Confederates- 40 killed, 66 wounded, 100 
captured. 

Iluttle of F’uycttcvillc 

In the early summer of IK62, General W. W. Coring was placed 
in command of all Confederate forces in the middle region of West 
Virginia. I he force consisted of the 22nd, 36th, 45th, 50th, 51st, 
53rd, and 60th Virginia Regiments, the 26th and 3()tli Battalions, 
Virginia Infantry, and Bryan’s, Chapman’s, Lowry’s, Otey’s, and 
Stamp’s Batteries, along with General A. G. Jenkins's cavalry forces. 
Ihe*c forces were divided into three brigades, commanded respec¬ 
tively by Generals John Echols, J. S. Williams, and Colonel G. C. 
Wharton. Colonel Wharton’s brigade consisted of the 22nd and 
51 it Regiments, and Clarke's battalion of sharpshooters. 

Colonel J. A. Light burn assumed command of the Union De¬ 
partment of the Kanawha from General Cox. The Union troops in 
the summer were deployed at Raleigh Court House, Fayetteville, 
SummcrsvUJc, C amp Ewing, ten miles cast of Gauley Bridge, and 
cvtral place* along the Kanawha River. I heir headquarters was at 
(iaulcy Bridge. 

I he Confederate Government directed General Loring to invade 
the Kanawha Valley from the narrows of New River and to hold it 
•o otxain the much needed salt from the valley. On September 6, 
1*62, he tuned hi* drive from the nurrow*. 

Colonel Siher, Union commander at Raleigh Court House, 
-rth.tr m hit force to Fayetteville upon the advance of General 
and thus *ct up the haul. «>f l uwitevilU- 

(J» the (ik•H ung of September 10, Colonel Wharton'* brigade 

wppaul u» attack the Union line*, but a guide look them a 
’■•Mftrii 'Bum way and the enemy*i batteriea were not in the puaition 
• Wt, k*j taren dr*, rthed I wo of the batteries, howvtf, were well 
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. „icn nr ranged ns to command by a crossfire a cleared 
constructed and so r gca hard march of lwo mi i es , over 

1, Confederates were very exhausted I. was 

ver L^. iSd .’position to command the turnpike leading from 
decided to hoW i posiuon ic . (o prevcnt the passing of the 

Fayetteville to M t y .££ d tQ the right with a portion of 

{j^n/ w h ong range guns to guard a par, of the road. Before 

iuaAed^ but were reputed. Several more attacks were made but 
each was repulsed. 

The fighting continued until after sunset, but the Confederates 
could make no headway. Early on the morning of the 11th Colonel 
Sibcr and his men retreated unopposed toward Gauley Bridge At 
Cotton Hill he made a stand, the 22nd moving to turn his left flank. 
Ihc Union troops retreated across the Kanawha River and started 
down to Charleston. The legend of the Conferedate brass cannon, 
which was thrown over Cotton Hill originated at this time. An 
expedition to find this cannon was formed in 1954 by the Charleston 
Daily Mail but it was not found. 

W 

The 22nd continued to pursue the Union troops to Charleston, 
where it supported the left of the battle line before the city and 
participated in the battle which advanced to the Elk River where 
the Union troops burned the bridge across the river. 

Between September 6 and 16, the Confederates lost 18 killed 
inJ H9 wounded, and the Union lost 25 killed and 95 wounded. 
The 22nd lost one killed and 9 wounded. 0 

The Jones-Imboden Raid 

The 22nd Regiment participated in the Jones-Imboden raid 
April 20, to May 14, 1863. This raid had as its purpose the 
dcixr^ti*in of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and the weakening 
i oration of f ederal control in Central West Virginia, and to 
lather bo rvc\ cattle, and recruits for the Confederate Army. The 
'fnminder* —■General Jones and General Imbodcn—made the 
ir f d.v : fi/ their forces and their raid was largely ineffective. 


la 

A»il I 


ty April, the 22nd was stationed at Lcwisburg and on 
ft ’ red to leave and combine with Inibodcn’s forces 
'.lie on thr lKth fhey marched up to Knapps Creek 
wur* *- wtrr left and the men carried their provisions 
> I>»ii entire movement wai done in complete secrecy. 
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iKur *ttif of the Confederate forces, he 
‘•u.vp*cd licvrrly «mi the 24th. BuckHannon on the 

11 *hi May Mh. he moved out of Weston 
•asdic hcuuic of a concentration of 


Colonel George S. Patton 


187 


Union forces in the area. On the 13th. he met General Jones at Sum- 
mersville. and from there they retired back to the Greenbrier Valiev 
The raid lasted 37 days, movmg more than 400 miles over bad roads’ 
and for a part of the time, on half rations. Confederate casualties 
for the entire operation were only 2 killed and 14 captured. 

Although putting a scare into the Union forces in Northern 
and Central West Virginia, the raid was largely ineffective due to 
splitting up of the Confederate forces. 

Battle of White Sulphur Springs 

General Averell set out from Winchester on August 5th for 
the purpose of making a raid into the Greenbrier Valley and of 
reaching the Virginia Tennessee Railroad. Colonel Patton was in 
command of the 1st Brigade and he moved up by Anthony’s Creek 
between Huntersville and Warm Spring to intercept Averell. Patton 
had the 22nd and 45th Virginia Infantry Regiment, the 23rd and 
26th Battalions of Virginia Infantry, the 8th Virginia Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment, the 37th Virginia Battalion, and Chapman’s Battery. General 
Averell with 4,000 men had under his command the 16th Illinois 
Cavalry, Company C, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, the 3rd West 
Virginia Cavalry, detachments of the 2nd and 3rd West Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, and two West Virginia batteries of six guns. 

Going toward Staunton on August 26, from the west, General 
Averell suddenly turned back and unexpectedly encountered Patton 
a few miles east of White Sulphur Springs at Rocky Gap. The fight 
lasted from early in the morning of the 26th until about noon on 
the 27th, when the Union forces drew off, blocking the roads behind 
them and rendering rapid pursuit impossible. Union losses were 
about 218 men while the Confederate losses were 156 men. Patton’s 
Brigade suffered 20 killed, 129 wounded, and 13 missing. The 
22nd lost 9 killed, 60 wounded, and 10 missing. 

General Samuel Jones reported on August 27th the following 
passage in his General Orders No. 37: “No one can regard it as 
invidious distinction to mention particularly the commander of the 
1st Brigade—Colonel G. S. Patton. He exhibited admirable judg¬ 
ment in placing his troops in action, and his gallantry was conspicuous 
throughout the day.*" 


Battle of Droop Mountain 

In the fall of 1863, the Confederate troops under General John 
hot* control It'd the entire Greenbrier Valley (a distance of 170 
Colonel Patton at this time had taken over command of the 
Infantry Itrigidc consisting of his own 22nd Regiment (taken 
» t by Major K A llailcy), and the 23rd Virginia Battalion. 


■ 
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From Official Records-Atlas 


This was a decisive battle and was a Confederate defeat. After 
the battle the Confederates were never able to seriously threaten West 
V irginia Union troops under General W. W. Averell departed from 
Beverly the first week in November to raid the Greenbrier Valley, 
*hilc another force left Charleston, heading east. General Echols 
* fm force to the crest of Droop Mountain in Pocahontas County 
a : fortified it. His force also included the 14th, 16th, 19th, and 
* ( rth Virginia Cavalry, Chapman’s, Jackson’s and Lurly’s batteries. 
The 22nd w.n deployed along the road by the Greenbrier River. 

1 h battle commenced on November 6 and by 3 o’clock the 

' : m*' had been driven from the crest, and by 4 o'clock the 

" * J* in full retreat. Colonel Patton's Brigade bore the 

fighting Echols with his entire army retreated intact 

**i • ■ prrvtcd by tire Union troops. With both sides having 

wjuil vtfrngth (1,200 men) the casualties were quite heavy. 

! *' ' - ' kfiin vuffcrrd 275 casualties, while the Union forces 

Mrf iK.j ll«^ Patioo*| 22nd Regiment suffered 113 casualties out 
<* 350 am 

Ratt hr • la 11140 

. ^ ^ ¥ * < ) ’ , '* 4 Mahif Cknecal John C. Breckinridge re- 

K kI tv ( (silnlciad Ikpattmeui of Virginia from 
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Major-General Samuel Jones. His headquarters was at Dublin 
Pulaski County Virginia. Colonel Patton’s 22nd Regiment wa^ 

IV ,rt of General Echols s Brigade which also included the 23rd 
,,‘ul 26th Virginia Battalions. Cieneral Breckinridge’s command was 
placed under General Early and saw considerable action in Earlv's 
Shenandoah Valley ( ampaign, and some service with Lee facing 
Gra nt in the Wilderness Campaign. Echols’s brigade entered the 
Shenandoah Campaign in May, 1864, with 2,150 men and by 
September the brigade was down to about 275 men present for duty. 

Patton’s part in the battle of New Market was noteworthy. He 
played a major role in the battle which resulted in a Confederate 

victory. 

In early May, 1864, General Franz Sigel of the Union Army 
invaded the Shenandoah Valley from Martinsburg, driving towards 
Staunton. His invasion was a measure to harass the left flank of 
Lee’s forces. On May 5, Breckinridge was ordered by Lee to advance 
to Staunton to protect his flank. The two forces met in the vicinity 
of New Market, Virginia, on May 15, and fought the battle that 
ended in defeat for the Union forces. The 22nd had approximately 
550 men present at the battle and they took part in the desperate 
charge against the Union center which caused them to retreat. 

At the battle of Cold Harbor in early June, Patton, who had 
taken over Echols’s Brigade, was attached to Lee's forces in the 
Wilderness. In a letter written to General Breckinridge from Cold 
Harbor on June 1, Patton stated: 10 

General: Hearing from the left that General Finegan was ready 
to move his skirmishers, I charged with mine to the rifle pits in my 
front connecting with General Wharton’s left, capturing 12 or 15 
prisoners. My skirmishers were there subjected to a heavy fire from 
the left flank, and were driven in. After mine had come in I re¬ 
ceived a note from General Finegan which is inclosed. My skirmish¬ 
ers cannot (tic) unless the enemy arc dispossessed in General Finc- 
f*a’i front. Shall I repeat the experiment without General Fincgan’s 
co-operation? 

No report was found of the 22nd’s losses at Cold Harbor, but 
it s m be assumed that they were high, as this was one of the blood- 
leal battle* of the war. 

After Cold Harbor, Patton’s Brigade was transferred back to 
Ail. * iomm.ind m the Shenandoah Valley, and took part in the 
Maryland that threatened Washington. At the third battle 
1 V. i h. rrf on September l‘>, Patton was to fight his last battle 
aad to die a gallant soldier., 

Lrn r«| Six rtd.m had 40,000 men to resist the 12.000 nwn of 
I cntBBwmd at th<- battle The battle lasted all day and in tht 
the < <mfrdridlr left turned and they fled through the 
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streets of the town. Patton halted his horse in a narrow street and 
v ilied to his troops to turn hack. As he stood up waving his sword, 
hi- was shot and killed. This happened just before he was to be 
promoted to Brigadier-General. 

In the inspection report of Patton’s Brigade by Wood Bouldin, 
Jr. on September 29, he stated:" “Colonel George S. Patton, 
commanding the brigade, an officer of highest gallantry and standing 
and a gentleman irreproachable in character, was left in the hands 
of the enemy mortally wounded!” 

Thus ended the career of one of the little known but most fear¬ 
less, gallant soldiers of the South. Although he fought in only a few 
major battles of the war, his devotion for the Lost Cause lasted 
until the end, and his famous grandson, General George S. Patton, Jr. 
inherited the same qualities which drove him forward to victories 
in the Second World War. 



